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From the SOHC CB750 Four to the RCB’s DOHC and 
then adopting a raging six-cylinder layout.

The accepted theory regarding the naming of the CBX, is that the ‘X’ was 
added to indicate that it was the ultimate machine in the CB lineup, but 
actually, from its initial development stages, such names as CB1000 SIX or 
CX1000 could also be seen. So, it would only be natural to assume that the 
CBX name was adopted from such early initial stages. 

Even before CBX development had begun, the idea of using a DOHC 
head configuration on the CB750 Four was already in the air. The DOHC 
four-valve head had garnered sufficient technical backing for its performance, 
having already been used at that time on Honda’s RCB endurance racers. 
However, by giving the CB750 Four a DOHC head, it would only appear be 
catching up with its current rivals, and thus something ‘stunning’ was sought 
to put it far ahead of the pack. That is apparently how the idea of using six 
cylinders came about. 

Development engineers naturally had their share of troubles working with 
such a huge engine. With three carburetors arranged on both left and right 
sides in a V-shaped formation, leaving enough legroom for the rider required 
changing the frame from a then-standard cradle-type to a diamond 
configuration, which crystallized efforts to create an engine that could really run.
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�Ù Note �Ù
By introducing the GL1000, Honda provided and dominated the big tourer class. 
On the other hand, in the U.S. and Europe the other makes had their advantage 
in the sports models class. To appeal Honda's exceptional high performance the 
6 cylinder CBX was introduced. Although attracting much attention, Honda's 
real aim was to sell the RCB replica CB900F which was developed along with the 
CBX. The CBX was positioned as the "flagship model" of Honda motorcycles 
and supported the success of the CB900F sales.
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�Ù Speci�cations �Ù
�Ô Engine�Ô Air-cooled 4-stroke 24-valve DOHC inline-6
�Ô Bore×Stroke�• 64.5×53.4mm �Ô Displacement�• 1,047cm3

�Ô Compression Ratio�• 9.3 �Ô Max.Power Output�• 103BHP/9,000rpm
�Ô Max.Torque�• 8.5kg-m/8,000rpm �Ô Transmission Type�• 5-speed
�Ô Dimension(L×W×H)�• 2,220×780×1,145mm �Ô Wheelbase�• 1,495mm
�Ô Ground Clearance�• 150mm �Ô Loaded Weight�• 249kg
�Ô Fuel Tank capacity�• 20.0�Y
�Ô Tire Size(Front�~Rear)�• 3.50H-19 4.25H-18
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